 

 

In Memoriam 
Beloved  Father  Josef  MATHUNI,  OMI
 

It was last Monday (20-09-2010) evening  I was going through the General Chapter News that I saw  on the sides the shocking news of the sudden passing away of our Beloved Father Mathuni, OMI  in a car accident.  I was in deep sorrow!   For us in the OMI  Province of India  Father Mathuni is the very live blood running through every artery of the Province.  There is not a single Formation house or Mission  which has not received from his loving and generous hands  some form of monetary assistance for its manifold functioning. Father Mathuni was  indeed the warp and woof of the OMI Mission in  India which eventually became a Delegation and now a Province!

 

The OMIs came to India,  with Kancheepuram as its Mission Centre in July 1968.  Almost from the very inception  Father Mathuni was involved  with the Kancheepuram Mission in all its activities.   It was not merely Pastoral work among Christians, but it was Evangelical Presence among all sections of the people irrespective of caste or creed,  religion or race, gender or language.   At that time the Kancheepuram District in the State of Tamil Nadu as well as the adjoining District of Chittoor in the State of Andhra Pradesh accounted for one of the highest Leper population in India.  Father Mathuni encouraged the Oblates to work among the Lepers and whenever he sends us Mission Funds there would be a small portion set apart for  the Lepers.  He helped us in our Formation work especially in the maintenance of our Juniorate and partially the Scholasticate too.  Later he helped us in a big way to construct our Formation House NIVEDANAM, meaning OBLATION, in  Bangalore, and our De Mazenod Juniorate now christened  GNANALAYAM, meaning TEMPLE OF WISDOM,  in Perampakkam.    Towards helping us attain self-sufficiency he helped us purchase two Farms:  the land in Enathur, Kancheepuram, where our AANMODAYA ASHRAM now stands; incidentally this is the first land we ever purchased in India, this was a 40-acre  Farm then; and the originally 150-acre  PLACE  GARDEN  FARM, in Perampakkam. Using his good offices with MIVA of which he was a member, he helped our missionaries  obtain  vehicles for the missions.

 

In 2005-2006  Father Mathuni visited India,  this was his first  visit to India, along with Fr Aloys Terliesner, OMI, of Germany, in order to have a firsthand assessment of the Province of India, then a Delegation, and to see for himself its growth and transformation, which he himself has nurtured for well nigh forty years. He was longing to come to India and how happy he was to visit all our Missions and Formation Houses.  Our Fathers and Brothers were thrilled to see him and gave him a hearty welcome in their homes.  The first impression that was on the lips of many: "Father  Mathuni is a Holy  Man!"  Certainly he was;  here was a selfless man who always walked with God!
 

During his visit to India he paid a visit to our Aanmodaya Ashram on 04th December 2005.  I have already seen him and enjoyed his kind hospitality in Austria in January 1981 after the General Chapter of 1980.  I was so happy to see him again.  He inquired, "Where is the Blessed Sacrament Chapel?"  We didn't have one then; our Dhyana Mandapam (Meditation Hall) served as our  Chapel too but we didn't have the Blessed Sacrament there.  I told him that we are planning to build one soon. Thus with the blessings of our great Benefactor and admirer  Late Father Lucien Schmitt, OMI, and almost the entire cost of the building coming from the generosity of Father Mathuni and the German OMI Province through Fr Aloys Terliesner,  the Saccidananda Temple, meaning the Temple of the Holy Trinity, was constructed in 2006-2007 and was blessed open by our Superior  General  Fr  Wilhem  Steckling, OMI, on 30th December 2007 and the Blessed Sacrament installed in.

 

Last year we were building a few huts in Aanmodaya Ashram in order to accommodate people coming here. Due to escalation of prices we ran short of money. I turned to our loving Father Mathuni and his loving and generous heart immediately responded, helping us complete all the huts.  When we blessed open these huts we thought that it would be most  fitting to  christen this cluster of Huts,  MATHUNI  ILLAM, meaning  MATHUNI  HOME, in order to perpetuate the Loving Memory  of this Holy Oblate who means so much for our Indian  Province.  The  Provincial of the  New United East European Province  Fr Thomas Klosterkamp, OMI,  along with his companion Fr  Dirk Fey, OMI,  visited our Ashram on 13th January 2010 and were very happy to  see MATHUNI  ILLAM and  realize the great role Father Mathuni  has played in India and were very proud to say, "Father Mathuni is now a member of our Province!" 

 

The XXXV General Chapter of our  Congregation which is now in session in Rome heard of the sudden demise of Father Mathuni and was plunged in deep sorrow;  the Chapter News reported thus:

 

 "After a pleasant Sunday of rest and tourism, the capitulars returned to the Chapter Hall to hear the sad news of an automobile accident in Austria that claimed the life of the great Oblate fundraiser, Father Josef MATHUNI. Two other Oblates were seriously injured in the same accident: Fr. Mario LEÓN, a Spanish Oblate working in the Sahara, and Polish scholastic, Bro. Lukas KLOS.
 
"Father Mathuni became director of the MAMI in Austria in 1956 (Marianisches Missionswerk). He only recently handed the reins to a younger Oblate, Fr. Tomas VYHNALEK. 
 
"Recently he wrote on the internet: “This is my last newsletter. I have tried honestly to see the Great Commission of Jesus, His will, His love for us humans, especially for the poor, as a call to me and you to encounter His Spirit. You have responded with so much love and concern for their needs and the needs of our missionaries in all parts of the world and you have made many great sacrifices. I am very happy. Jesus must be very pleased. Mary, our mother, knows that it is all worthwhile. So for me, it was a great pleasure to work with you. I really thank you from my heart.”
 
"He would have been 90 in February of 2011. We pray for his eternal rest and for the complete recovery of Mario and Lukas."

 

 We can go on narrating the Dance of Father Mathuni  throughout  the   length and breadth of our  Indian Province.  But it is now time to bid adieu to Father Mathuni:  "We bid goodbye to you, dear Father Mathuni, as you enter into the Joy of your Master,.......
while reciting two verses from our most  ancient Sacred Scripture, the Rig Veda:  “May the thread of my song  be not cut before my life  merges in  the sea of love....”' and   “'May the river of my life flow into the sea of love, that is the Lord…….” 

OM       Shanti…….. Shalom……..Salaam
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Aanmodaya Ashram
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Fr. Mathuni……..


Whether it's in Vienna, Fatima, Cameroon, or even in India, everyone knows him: tall, thin, the Oblate cross in his cincture: you can't miss him. Who is it then? Father Joseph MATHUNI, an Oblate and the director of the MAMI of Austria for 50 years now.��Ever since he succeeded Father Siegfried Hertl in 1956, Father Mathuni has been in charge of the Missionary Works, with untiring dedication, in service of his confreres and their many requests, everywhere in the world, supported at this time by some 9500 benefactors and friends of the missions.��"Father Mathuni, can you help us build this church? Can you contribute to the formation of seminarians and catechists? Can you help take care of the street children? And now we need a new car to get to our distant stations. We need sewing machines for the women. And on and on."��And so Father Mathuni does his math and pours over his books, often late into the night. He writes; he makes phone calls; and wonder of wonders, he pulls together the necessary money. "And now dear beneficiary, tell me exactly what the money will be used for; not one cent can be wasted!"��Sometimes the flow of water is weak; or the electricity is not working; or an old car won't run anymore; or the chapels in the forest have become too small for the number of faithful; or those who are sick with AIDS are dying on the streets. And the letters come in from everywhere. Our brother missionaries who knew how to do everything are growing older, and little relief is found these days in Western Europe. The many benefactors from Europe and from America are very important for all that they donate.��"And now," says Father Mathuni, "I'm going out to see where all this money has gone." And at the age of 85, there he is, heading out onto all the highways of the world. Everywhere, he is welcomed with great joy and appreciation; the people are proud to show him their new chapels, their practical buildings, their schools and their workshops. When he comes back, his briefcase is again full of new needs and projects, but also with new hopes; and with God's help, the work goes on. (Marianisches Missionswerk)











