25 April 2010
A New Province: a new Heart; a new Spirit; a new Mission!

“O Give thanks to the Lord for He is Good; His steadfast love endures forever” (Ps 118:1) 

“Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain! Unless the Lord guards the city, the guard keeps watch in vain.” (Ps 127: 1)

The Oblates in India are about to make history! The genesis of Indian Oblate Province in the Congregation of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate (OMI) is truly realization of the Easter Joy and New Life that the Church celebrates in this Season! On 23 April 2010, most fittingly on the birthday of Most Rev Father Gulliermo Steckling, the Superior General, the General Administration in the plenary sessions promulgated the good news of raising India to the status of a Province in the Congregation! This is indeed His marvelous deeds, “magnali dei” of His great, constant, unfailing and faithful love!

Congratulations to each member of the Oblate Province of India! It’s a rightful recognition and affirmation of the depth of Oblate life and charism that we in India have rooted and enfleshed in our personal and community life and mission! I like to place on record each and every leader who thus far has knit the delegation with the sweat and blood, toil and labour at local, district and delegation level. With deep sense of gratitude that we remember the various councils, committees and units that involved in the dreaming, planning and realizing the same! From the pioneering missionaries of Jaffna-Colombo we owe our deep sentiments of love and gratitude to the stalwarts of today in the provincial and general administration who lead us from the front to reach this status!

I, Francis Nallappan OMI, the newly appointed Provincial also would like to affirm my commitment to the humble service of leadership of this unit while I thank each of you who confided in my person with ability of strength and limitation!

Every gift brings with it a task! We are well aware of it. In these days and months of intense preparations with a lot of sharing, reflections and animations on “being pilgrims with the poor towards Fullness of Life” we, the Oblates in India catch ourselves pondering over a few words very often in our writing, sharing and reflections: Faith, Vision, Oblate life and commitment in witnessing apostolic community, mission and ministry and of course finance and management towards self-sufficiency!

This task of achieving this mammoth and tall order is possible only by Witnessing Apostolic Community – faith community of corporate culture! I shall only repeat and remind what I have always dreamt for our unit, the early Christian Pentecost community as the model for us to act in “unity of heart and mind” (Acts 4:32); our founder St Eugene repeated always, “Jesus with his Apostles” and “Jesus himself the Founder of our Society and the Apostles the first fathers” as the model for our community life! I shall like to remind ourselves of the faithful promise the sojourneying God of pilgrims, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you” so that we could cry aloud the song of liberation with Mary and Simeon, “My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour…. His mercy is on those who fear him from generation to generation….” “that we might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all the days of our life… (Lk 1:73-75)

With loving gratitude and in thanksgiving prayers 

Fr. Francis Nallappan, OMI

Provincial, OMI India
